
COMM 315W Revised Semester outline: 
 

Thank you to the Office of Faculty Diversity and Retention for the encouragement and 
opportunity to participate in the Culturally Competent Content Development Program.  
My goal is to continue to evolve my course beyond these initial changes.  This iteration focused 
mostly on the intersections of race and gender. In the future, I hope to integrate even more 
research and activities to more comprehensively incorporate LGBTQIA+ scholarship.  
 
Carla J. Harrell 
charrell@odu.edu  

 
Listed below are the changes that have been made in the context of existing course content 
(changes are highlighted).  
 

1. The first change to have taken place is the course was renamed Gender and 
Communication (from Communication between the Sexes) to better reflect 
contemporary language and research and issues related to such naming.  

 
2. The next changes pertain to the syllabus. My goal was to develop more collaborative 

syllabus language that recognizes the varied standpoints ODU students come from. I 
believe I have achieved that goal. The attached syllabus highlights major changes. 

 
3. Another change, noted within the syllabus, is a new text: Race, Class, Gender: 

Intersections and Inequalities by Anderson and Hill Collins.   
 

4. Each unit will include low stakes writing reflection prompts (noted as In-class Writings 
on the syllabus). These writings will be used to either prime the students for the 
material to be discussed that day or reflect on material that was already discussed.  

 
5. There will be 2 high stakes writing assignments during the semester: Media Analysis and 

Article Analysis.  
The Media Analysis has been tweaked to direct the work with an eye toward 
intersectionality framework in the media artifact.  

 
The Article Analysis will take the place of the Research Paper. This culminating 
assignment requires research, but it asks the students to demonstrate media literacy by 
comparing and contrasting a popular press article to two peer-reviewed sources.  

 
6. As before, there will be two tests: a midterm and a final.  

 
7. A new addition will include reading quizzes.  The text and articles will require more 

ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂŶ�/͛ǀĞ�ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŽ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͕�
we will have short reading quizzes that will not only check for understanding but be 
used for dialogue starters for the lectures.  

mailto:charrell@odu.edu
315%20Revised%20Syllabus.docx
315W%20Gender%20and%20Communication%20Media%20Analysis
315W%20Popular%20Press%20Analysis


 
 
 

8. Course Outline 
 

I. Introduction to Gender and Communication 
a. tŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞ͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ʹ new content to focus on the problematic nature of white 

feminism more in depth and how/examples of its existence today 
b. Cognitive Dissonance 
c. Paradigm Shift 
d. The homogenized nature of the field of study 

https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1989/iss1/8
https://www.cjr.org/language_corner/intersectionality.php
http://www.crunkfeministcollective.com/2010/03/14/they-arent-talking-about-me/
http://www.crunkfeministcollective.com/2010/03/14/they-arent-talking-about-me/


ii. Normalization  
iii. Stereotypes and Gatekeeping 
iv. Portrayal of Violence 
v. Bechdel test 

vi. Male Gaze 
vii. Pathologizing the human body 

viii. Representation 
ix. �ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵŵŝŶŐ 
x. Musical themes 

xi. Adult Programming 
xii. Colorism across races 

xiii. Body imaging 
Resources: text and articles 
http://www.crunkfeministcollective.com/2010/03/14/they-arent-talking-about-
me/  
 

IV. Nonverbal and Verbal Communication 
a. Expectancy Violation Theory 
b. Gendered Prescribed use of  

i. Artifacts 
ii. Proximity 

iii. Haptics 
iv. Kinesics 
v. Oculesics 

vi. Paralanguage 
c. Linguistic theories 
d. Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis 
e. Speech Communities 

i. Feminine Speech Practices 
ii. Masculine Speech Pratices 

iii. Androgyny 
f. Gendered tendencies 
g. Sexist Language ʹ origin and impact 

i. Animal references 
ii. Food references 

iii. Sex acts 
iv. Spotlighting 
v. Pronouns 

vi. Suffixes 
vii. Naming 

g. Man-linked terminology 
h. Heteronormative practices 
i. Racist practices 
j. ,ĞŶůĞǇ͛Ɛ�KƉƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ�dŚĞŽƌǇ 

http://www.crunkfeministcollective.com/2010/03/14/they-arent-talking-about-me/
http://www.crunkfeministcollective.com/2010/03/14/they-arent-talking-about-me/


o Code Switching ʹ choice vs. obligation 
Resources: text and excerpt from Sister Citizen (Melissa Harris Perry) 
http://blog.yalebooks.com/2011/11/28/free-crooked-room-excerpt-from-
melissa-harris-perrys-sister-citizen/ 

 
V. Violence 

a. Intimate partner violence 
b. Cultural violence 

i. Female Genital Mutilation  
ii. Gender intimidation 

iii. Rape culture 
iv. Health care: myths, access, stereotypes 

http://blog.yalebooks.com/2011/11/28/free-crooked-room-excerpt-from-melissa-harris-perrys-sister-citizen/
http://blog.yalebooks.com/2011/11/28/free-crooked-room-excerpt-from-melissa-harris-perrys-sister-citizen/
https://doi-org.proxy.lib.odu.edu/10.1177%2F1541204019880945




 

INSTRUCTOR:  Carla Harrell 
Pronouns: she/her/hers 
OFFICE:  BAL 3002 
Email:  charrell@odu.edu 
OFFICE HOURS:  M 3:00-5:00p.m., T 2-4 p.m., W 3-5 p.m., R 2-4 p.m. 
Welcome to a fun, challenging and exciting course!  The following guidelines are designed to help to 
make the course as "user friendly" as possible by describing the course content, components, 
requirements, assumptions, and the expectations for all of us. I do have very high expectations of myself 
and of you for this class and believe it is important that these are made clear right away. I look forward 
to working with you this semester! 
       

mailto:charrell@odu.edu


This course is designated as a Writing Intensive course, which means that at least 51% of your final 

http://www.blackboard.odu.edu/


 Below is a breakdown of the assignment and activities that will make up the final grade for this course. 

ePortfolio first submission       50 

Short Writing Assignments (SWAs- 10 points each)   120 

In-class writings/  (including note taking)     50 

Reading Quizzes (10 points each)     100  

Topic Selection        10 

Popular Press Article Proposal       50 

Exam 1         100  

Exam 2         100 

Group Round Table        50 

ePortfolio final submission to include Media Analysis Blog post      50 

Popular Press Analysis Final Submission     100 

Total         780  

 50

 

Total



 

GRADES:  Grades in this course are an alpha-numeric assessment of your mastery of material and skills. 
�W�o�����•�����Œ�����o�]�Ì�����š�Z���š���P�Œ�������•�����Œ�����v�}�š���^�P�]�À���v�_��n�}�Œ���^���Á���Œ�������_���t they are earned.  Therefore, you should put 
forth the effort necessary to earn the grade you desire.   Grades will NOT be reconsidered (unless you 
can demonstrate a mathematical error in grade calculation).  S�š���š���u���v�š�•���•�µ���Z�����•���^�/���š�Œ�]�������Œ�����o�o�Ç���Z���Œ���_���}�Œ��



me after missing class to ask, �^���]�����/���u�]�•�•�����v�Ç�š�Z�]�v�P���]�u�‰�}�Œ�š���v�š�_���t I honestly consider each class 
�^�]�u�‰�}�Œ�š���v�š�_�X  If you miss a class, you will have an idea of what was missed by referencing the course 
schedule as well as the peer-taken notes.   Prolonged absence due to illness or other personal matters 
will be handled with the help of Student Services.  �W�o�����•�����•�������^�/�v���}�u�‰�o���š���•�_���(�}�Œ���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v���}�v���Á�Z�}�u���š�}��
contact. 

SUBMISSION OF WORK: Most assignments will be submitted through Blackboard. The due date for all 
assignments is by the start of class. In-class writings will be reflection opportunities for what we 
discussed that day.  They will be unique prompts that would have required the writer being in class for 
the dialogue. Therefore, if you are absent for an in-class writing, there will not be an opportunity to 
make that up.  In-class writings make up a small percentage of your total grade in the class, so missing 
one will not horribly impact your standing.    

RETURNING GRADED WORK:  I have a one-week turnaround grading policy.  This means, unless you are 
otherwise notified, I will have work graded and ready to return a week after it is submitted.  Grades are 
also posted on Blackboard.  
 
LATE WORK:  Late papers will receive a 10 point deduction for each day that it is late, up to three days.  
After three days, you will not be allowed to turn in the paper.  PLEASE NOTE:  Day means calendar day �t 
weekends count.  SWAs will not be accepted late.  Assignments are due in class by the start of class on 
�š�Z���������š�������•�•�]�P�v�����X�����^�µ�P�P���•�š�]�}�v�W�����‰�Œ�}�À�]�������^�o���������š�]�u���_���(�}�Œ���Ç�}�µ�Œ�•���o�(���•�}���š�Z���š���Ç�}�µ�����Œ�����v�}�š���‰�Œ���•�•�������(�}�Œ���š�]�u�������š��
the last minute.   

SPECIAL NEEDS: I invite any of you who have any disability, either permanent or temporary, or any other 
special circumstances which might affect your ability to perform in this class to inform me so that 
together we can adapt methods, materials, or assignments as needed to provide equitable participation. 
Please inform me

mailto:SAHearsU@odu.edu
http://studentaffairs.odu.edu/sos/
http://www.odu.edu/womenscenter


views or with opinions from some of your classmates that are very different from your own.  In order to 
maintain a positive learning environment, participation in discussion must be responsible and respectful 
toward all involved.  Learning does not happen without the open challenge and confrontation of 



12. The facilitator's role is to act as a problem-poser, facilitating the process of uncovering 
important issues and reflecting on them, in addition to sharing knowledge and skills. Because all 
participants are experts on their own reality and learning style, the facilitator is a co-learner.  

13. We will become lifelong learners, continually accepting differences among diverse 
populations, including: race, ethnicity, disabilities, nationality, social class, sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, and culture.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
By attending the second class of this term, I will understand that to mean you agree to put forth your 
best effort in this class and that you further understand the requirements of this course and expectations 
of the instructor. 
 

Thanks �t  

CJH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Date Topic Assignment 
Due 

Reading 

 Course 
overview

http://www.crunkfeministcollective.com/2010/03/14/they-arent-talking-about-me/
http://www.crunkfeministcollective.com/2010/03/14/they-arent-talking-about-me/


 
 

Media  
 

Read �^�Z�������U���'���v�����Œ�����v�����s�]�Œ�š�µ���o���/�v���‹�µ���o�]�š�Ç�W�����Æ�‰�o�}�Œ�]�v�P���š�Z����
Liberat�}�Œ�Ç���W�}�š���v�š�]���o���}�(�����o�����l�����Ç�����Œ�(���u�]�v�]�•�u���d�Z���}�Œ�Ç�_���~�'�Œ���Ç�• 

 Media  SWAs #3 
and 4 due 
 

�Z���������^�d���o�l�]�v�P���������l���š�}�����}�v�š�Œ�}�o�o�]�v�P���/�u���P���•�W���>���š�]�v�}�•�[�����Z���v�P�]�v�P��
�Z���•�‰�}�v�•���•���š�}���Z�����]�•�u���K�À���Œ���š�Z�����>�]�(�������}�µ�Œ�•���_���~�s���•�‹�µ���Ì-Tokos 
& Norton-Smith) 

 Media  Read �^�&�Œ�}�Ì���v���]�v���d�]�u���W���d�Z����Impact of Native American 
Media Representations on Identity and Self-
�h�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P�_���~�>�����À�]�š�š�U�����}�À���Œ�Œ�µ���]���•�U���W���Œ���Ì���˜���&�Œ�Ç�����Œ�P�• 

 Nonverbal 
Communication 

 Read �^���•�]���v�����u���Œ�]�����v���t�}�u���v�����v�����Z�����]���o�]�Ì�������&���u�]�v�]�v�]�š�]���•�W��
�Z���}�]�v�P�[���'���v�����Œ�������Œ�}�•�•�����µ�o�š�µ�Œ���o���t�}�Œ�o���•�_���~�W�Ç�l�����˜��Johnson) 
Read excerpt from Crooked Room (Harris Perry) 
http://blog.yalebooks.com/2011/11/28/free-crooked-
room-excerpt-from-melissa-harris-perrys-sister-citizen/  

 Nonverbal 
Communication 

 Read �^�<�����‰���z�}�µ�Œ���Z�E�[���]�v�����Z�����l�W�����(�Œ�]�����v�����u���Œ�]�����v���t�}�u���v��

http://blog.yalebooks.com/2011/11/28/free-crooked-room-excerpt-from-melissa-harris-perrys-sister-citizen/
http://blog.yalebooks.com/2011/11/28/free-crooked-room-excerpt-from-melissa-harris-perrys-sister-citizen/


 Education SWAs #9 
and 10 due 

Read �^�D�]���Z�����o�[�•���^�š�}�Œ�Ç�W���/ Get Into So Much Trouble Just by 
Walking: Intersections of Learning, Disability, Race and 
���o���•�•�_���~���}�v�v�}�Œ�• 
Read �^�,�����o�š�Z���/�v���‹�µ�]�š�]���•�U���^�}���]���o�������š���Œ�u�]�v���v�š�•�_���~�>�}�‰���Ì���˜��
Gadsden) 

 Organization Article 
Analysis 
Proposal 
due 

Read �^�:�}���o���•�•���'�Z���š�š�}�•�W���d�Z�����^�}���]���o��Implications of the 
���]�•���‰�‰�����Œ���v�������}�(���t�}�Œ�l���]�v���^���P�Œ���P���š�������E���]�P�Z���}�Œ�Z�}�}���•�_��
(Wilson) 
Read �^�t�}�Œ�l�]�v�P�����o���•�•���'�Œ�}�Á�]�v�P���W���]�v�•�_���~�^�]�o�À���• 
 

 Organization  Read �^���Œ�������u�]�o�Ç�����v�����'�Œ���P���D�}�Œ�������u�‰�o�}�Ç�����o�����d�Z���v���>���l�]�•�Z����
and Jamal? A Field Experiment on Labor Market 
Discrimination�_��(Bertrand & Mullainhathan) 

 Organization SWAs #11 
and 12 due 

Read �^�'���v�����Œ���D���š�š���Œ�•�X���^�}�����}���Z�����������v�������o���•�•�W�����Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�����•��
of Gendered Racism on the Wal-�D���Œ�š���^�Z�}�‰���&�o�}�}�Œ�_��
(Weissinger) 

 �t�Z���š�[�•���E���Æ�š�M  Read �^�Z���]�u���P�]�v�]�v�P���/�v�š���Œ�•�����š�]�}�v���o�������u�}���Œ�����Ç���(�Œ�}�u�����o�����l��
�&���u�]�v�]�•�u���š�}���,���•�Z�š���P�������š�]�À�]�•�u�_���~�:�����l�•�}�v�• 

 Group Round 
Table  

  

 Group Round 
Table 

  

 Group Round 
Table 

Article 
Analysis 
due 

 

 Group Round 
Table 

  

  In-class 
Exam #2 

 

  Take Home 
Exam Due 
by 8:30 
a.m. 

 

 

  



THE HONOR SYSTEM: Please note that as a student of Old Dominion University, you have signed a 
pledge accepting responsibility to abide by the Honor Code. This is an institutional policy approved by 
the Board of Visitors and enforced in this 



315W Media Analysis  

80 points  

We will discuss the topic of images of women and men in the media. This assignment extends 
that discussion by asking you to find and analyze examples of gender and sex depiction in 
media and then develop your findings into a paper.  

1. �6�H�O�H�F�W���D���P�H�G�L�D�W�H�G���V�R�X�U�F�H���P�H�G�L�D���D�U�W�L�I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�V���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���Y�H���U�H�D�G���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G��
in class. You may select a film clip, viral video, and a clip from a TV show, news clip, 
commercial, magazine or newspaper advertisement, music video, segm ent of a song, 
segment of a radio broadcast or podcast. An article out of a magazine or newspaper will 
�Q�R�W���Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���D�V�V�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�D�W���V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����Q�R�W���D���G�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q���R�U��
representation. You will have to provide the image or link to this source. Yo ur subject 
should be timely (in the media within the last 6 months).  

o Stronger submission s will use a very focused media object. For example, rather 
than writing on women in hip -hop, generally, a stronger assignment might focus 
�R�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���V���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���%�H�\�R�Q�F�«���V���6�X�S�H�U���%�R�Z�O���K�D�O�I�W�L�P�H���V�K�R�Z�� 

2. Write a 1,000 -word gender analysis that in some way responds to, analyzes, and/or 
critiques your media artifact.   Because this is a more informal style of writing, you do 
not have to quote or paraphrase from our course readi ngs. Aim for a writing style that is 

/Users/carlaharrell/Downloads/315W%20Media%20Analysis%20Rubric%20(1).docx


POPULAR PRESS ANALYSIS: GUIDELINES & REQUIREMENTS  

For this analysis, you will critique and compare a discussion of a gendered related topic in the 
popular press to academic research. 





Popular Press Analysis Proposal Rubric  
Formatting  

Properly formatted Title Page Properly formatted header Double spaced 
1 inch margins  

12 point, Times New Roman font  

5 points  

Summary of the Popular Press Article  

Summary of the important elements of the article, including what concepts, theories, 
terminology, etc. relate to course content.  

20 
points 



Popular Press Analysis: Final Analysis  

Popular Press Analysis Final Draft Rubric  
Format:  

Properly formatted Title Page Properly formatted header 
4 �t 5 pages of content Double spaced  

1 inch margins 
12 point, Times New Roman font 
Properly formatted Reference Page & Parenthetical Citations  

10 
points  

Writing Skills:  

Effective introduction 
Clear thesis �t identifies problematic nature of specific gender communication topic 
Effective conclusion which offers actionable suggestions for disrupting the identified 
problem(s). 
Grammar, sentence structure, wording & spelling appropriate  

10 
points  
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